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The Andersovnw Laow Firmv ‘s New Office

We have just completed a
move to our new office and we are
very glad to be settled into our
new digs. Our new office is right
outside of downtown Fort Worth,
just north of I-30 between Hender-
son and Summit. We feel that this
new location makes us more ac-
cessible to our clients.

When I bought the 50 year
old office building, I thought it was
typical in design of a 1950’s style
office building, and that simplistic
style appealed to me. What I didn't

R - know is that the original owner ac-
P — s V4 tually designed the building him-
self. He had traveled extensively in the Far East and wanted to include wholly enclosed atriums
within the building similar to what he had seen in Japan. After the renovations were completed,

the original owner’s nephew, from whom I purchased the building, came by to tour what we
had done and said his uncle would be proud of how the building now looked. Hearing about the
Japanese influence, it makes me want to put in a Koi pond in one of the atriums. But that is all
I need, more animals.

Please feel free to come by anytime and take a tour of our new offices. We would love to
show them to you.




December 2009

Merry Christmas from the Anderson Family!

NEED A NOTARY?

If you need the services of a notary, please stop by the office anytime between the
hours of 8:30am and 5:30pm. We will be happy to provide notary services

FREE OF CHARGE!




LAW TALK

While we are all familiar with the there are other
gift-giving holidays celebrated in December as well.

European children are familiar with
The day celebrates St. Nicholas, a Catholic bishop who lived in Greece around 300 A.D. He was
known for giving gifts to those in need, especially children. Now, his day is celebrated across
Europe with feasts and gifts.

in the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, and

Hong Kong. The name Boxing Day comes from the English tradition of giving the gift of a
“Christmas Box” to less wealthy people, and from wealthy employers to laborers, servants and
trades-people. Some even think this is where the tradition of the Christmas bonus came from!
Boxing Day is a public holiday in many places.

e Alabama was the first state in the U.S. to recognize Christmas as an official holiday in 1836.
Oklahoma was the last state to declare it an official holiday in 1907.
America has an official national Christmas tree and it is located in King's Canyon National
Park in California. The tree is a giant sequoia called the "General Grant Tree," and is over
300 feet high. It was made the official Christmas tree in 1925.
More than 1.76 billion candy canes will be made during the Christmas season.
While children in North America put out stockings at Christmas time, Dutch children put out
shoes. They set their shoes out to receive gifts any time between mid-November and De-
cember 5, St. Nicholas' birthday.
The season has inspired some names of U.S. cities; Arizona and Indiana both have towns
named Santa Claus, and Arizona and Florida have towns named Christmas.

An Important Warning for Parents: Please Read This!

I had a most disturbing encounter the other night I must share with you. I was at a local
Black Eyed Pea restaurant for dinner with my wife and daughter when we were approached by
a very gentle, unassuming older man who had the booth next to us. He complimented my nine
year old daughter then complimented my wife. He then began to charm us with stories of when
he was a pediatric neurosurgeon here in town. The conversation continued, the stories were
engaging and it all seemed normal, even though as I type this I wonder why I thought it was
normal as we had never seen this man before. On the way home, it started to click—why was
this nice older man so interested in us? Or, upon reflection, so interested in my daughter.

Within a minute of getting home, I had googled him and found out I had just introduced
my innocent daughter to a convicted child molester. His last (known) victim was a nine year
old girl. He had lost his medical license when he received two convictions years ago. Kim called
the molester (he had given us his number) and gave him an earful. The Police were sympa-
thetic, but he had broken no laws.

Our kids are great at following the rule of not talking to strangers. I know my daughter
is. But now I am acutely aware of how I need to do a better job of screening who enters my
daughter’s life through me. I am telling you, this guy was smooth. The internet is such a great
resource for quick investigations. The Texas Department of Public Safety’s Sex Offender Regis-
try can be searched many ways, including by name or zip code. The DPS’s site can be found at
https://records.txdps.state.tx.us. This site has all sorts of information, including name, ad-
dress, current picture and basis for sexual conviction. I was surprised to learn that there are 82
registered sex offenders in my home zip code and 98 such perverts in my work zip code.

This world has all kinds of people. These bad guys use the internet to their advantage.
Believe me, I am going to use the internet to my advantage as well and know who I meet from
now on, and be much more careful about to whom I introduce my daughter. I encourage all
parents to become familiar with this site.
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STAY SAFE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON: DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE
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